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By MARK MARONEY
mmaroney@sungazette.com

he sound of machinery inside the Shop-Vac 
plant at 2323 Reach Road was encouraging. 
So, too, were the employees assembling the 
wet-dry vacuums and boxing them up for 

shipment.
Shop-Vac had a hiccup in production after the former 

company ownership’s abrupt closure of the plant in 
September 2020.

Last January, however, Hangzhou Equipment 
Holdings LLC, a subsidiary of Hangzhou GreatStar 
Industrial Co. Ltd., and GreatStar Tools USA, acquired 
substantially all of the assets of Shop-Vac Corp., the 
brand leaders in wet/dry vacuum systems for consumer 
and commercial users.

As part of the acquisition, GreatStar took ownership 
of the company’s assets, including the Williamsport 
plant and hired a number of employees who were sepa-
rated after the company’s shut down.

The churning of the machines and factory workers 
making the product line this past week was pleasing to 
Charlie Lawrence, chief operating officer of Shop-Vac 

USA LLC.
On a recent tour of the facility that he offered the 

Sun-Gazette, Lawrence said he wanted to hire another 
25 workers, about a 10-percent staff increase, adding to 
about 200 gainfully employed at the plant.

If he doesn’t, it can delay product shipments, he said.
Hopefully that doesn’t happen, and Lawrence and 

his team have done what they can to make sure of it, by 
extending outreach with resources that can help him to 
recruit employees.

Resources include the Sun-Gazette, use of social 
media sites such as Facebook and Twitter, business 
networking and joining the Williamsport/Lycoming 
Chamber of Commerce and reaching out to schools such 
as Pennsylvania College of Technology.

Recent mergers with other companies are keeping the 
paychecks printed.

For example, inside one vast section of the factory, 
40,000 square feet is devoted to S-K Tools manufactur-
ing.

Walking by the injection mold machinery, a clinking 
sound of metal striking metal could be heard.

Lawrence smiled at the noise.

Company with about 
200 workers looks
to employ more

‘POSITIVE WORK
 ENVIRONMENT’

DAVE KENNEDY/Sun-Gazette
Employees work on the assembly line at Shop-Vac in Williamsport Feb. 16, 2022. The company reopened 
under new management and is looking to fill numerous positions. Chief Operating Officer Charlie Lawrence 
pauses for a photo in the production facility.

(See COMPANY WITH, Page A5)

T

By PAT CROSSLEY 
pcrossley@sungazette.com 

Overdose deaths in Lycoming County dropped 
from 36 in 2020 to 18 in 2021.

“Obviously cut in half, but still too many,” said 
Shea Madden, director of the West Branch Drug and 
Alcohol Commission.

“Every news article you see says that they’re in-
creasing and for whatever reason, Lycoming County 
has gone opposite of that trend,” she said.

Some of the decrease can be explained by the in-
crease in referrals to the commission from emergency 
personnel and the fact that first responders now carry 
Narcan.

Naloxone, known by the trademarked name Nar-
can, is used by emergency personnel to treat suspect-
ed opioid overdoses.

The commission has conducted several NARCAN 
distribution events, monthly, if not more.

“I think there’s been a whole lot of things that, 
hopefully, have contributed to that,” she said. 

But she cautioned that “opioids have not gone 
away, but we have made a lot of progress in getting 
referrals from EMS and law enforcement.” 

At the same time, the county is seeing a rise in 
methamphetamines, Madden stated.

“Last summer, we started with the EMS providers 
particularly on the people who were refusing to go to 
the hospital for treatment. They were starting to refer 
those folks to us. That was a whole new population 
we hadn’t been able to tap into before,” she said. 

All of those things, she said, have contributed to 
the decrease in numbers of drug deaths in the county.

Addiction has no age limit. Although they are 
seeing teenagers with substance abuse issues, the 
majority of people that they see are in that 20 to 35 
range. 

Whatever the age of the user, the primary drug of 
choice in this area is alcohol. 

“We’re absolutely seeing it with teenagers,” Mad-
den said.

“Research indicates that prevention is most ef-
fective when helping our youth develop into strong, 
healthy individuals who believe in themselves and 
what they have to offer,” she shared. 

The area has seen a full range of drugs being used. 
Cocaine, opiates, marijuana, and methamphetamines 
have hit here in the last two years, but well over 50% 
of the warm handoffs that her staff  do at the hospi-
tals are alcohol-related, she shared. 

“But everyone thinks it’s drugs,” she said. 
Fentany is another drug which has received a lot 

of national publicity and yes, it is here in Lycoming 
County, although Madden said often people don’t 
realize that they have used it. 

Individuals can be completely unaware that they 
are using fentanyl. It’s getting mixed with other 

Loyalsock approves 
$10M bond resolution 
for renovations

By MIKE REUTHER
mreuther@sungazettte.com

The Loyalsock Township School Board 
approved a bond resolution for its buildings 
renovation project during its recent meet-
ing.

By passing the resolution, the district 
will be able to use up to $10 million in 
bonds to cover the project.

The board’s vote came following a pres-
entation by Audrey Piper, of Piper Sandler 
Co., who outlined financing for the plan.

Last year, the board approved the bor-
rowing of $13 million in bonds.

However, after construction bids came 
in higher than expected, it was determined 
that additional borrowing may be needed.

(See COUNTY SEES, Page A5)

County sees decrease in overdose deaths; rise in methamphetamine usage

Russian threat to invade 
Ukraine still ‘very high’
By VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV, YURAS 

KARMANAU, DARLENE 
SUPERVILLE and LORNE COOK

Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine — Fears of a new war in 
Europe resurged Thursday as U.S. Presi-
dent Joe Biden warned that Russia could 
invade Ukraine within days, and violence 
spiked in a long-running standoff in 
eastern Ukraine that some worried could 
provide the spark for wider conflict.

World dignitaries raced for solutions, 
but suspicions between East and West 
only seemed to grow, as NATO allies 
rejected Russian assertions it was pulling 
back troops from exercises that had fueled 
fears of an attack. Russia is believed to 
have built up some 150,000 military forces 
around Ukraine’s borders.

Concerns escalated in the West over 
what exactly Russia is doing with those 
troops, which included an estimated 60% of 
Russia’s overall ground forces. The Krem-
lin insists it has no plans to invade, but 
it has long considered Ukraine part of its 
sphere of influence and NATO’s eastward 
expansion an existential threat.

The U.S. government issued some of its 
starkest, most detailed warnings yet about 
what could happen next.

Speaking at the U.N. Security Council, 
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken re-
vealed some conclusions of U.S. intelligence 
in a strategy that the U.S. and Britain have 

(See BIDEN, Page A5)



Friday
Beer battered or broiled haddock 

dinner or strip steak, 4:30 p.m., Ameri-
can Legion Post 617, 901 S. Market St., 
South Williamsport. Call 570-327-0255 
for take-out orders. Open to the public.

Beer battered or broiled fish or black 
diamond steak, 4 to 7 p.m., VFW Post 
7863, 150 Shaffer St., DuBoistown. 
Open to public, 570-323-1579

Saturday
Williamsport Growers Market, 8 a.m. 

to 12:30 p.m. every Saturday, 249 Little 
League Blvd.

Rusty Rail Craft Fair, 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m., Rusty Rail Brewing Company, 5 
N. Eighth St., #1, Mifflinburg. 40+ ven-
dors.

Full Turkey Dinner, 2 to 6 p.m., St. 
Joseph the Worker, 720 W. Fourth St., 
Williamsport. Complete dinner with 
dessert, take-out only. Cost $12.

Quizzo at the Taber, 6 to 9 p.m., 
Thomas T. Taber Museum, 858 W. 

Fourth St. $10 per person. Call 570-
326-3326 for more information.

Susquehanna Valley Quilt Guild 
Quilt Show meeting at Our Generations 
Quilt Shop, 936 Plaza Drive, Montours-
ville. Call Jeff Randall at 570-560-1955 
for more information.

 Monday
Happy Presidents’ Day!

Mountain Laurel Quilt Guild meet-
ing, 7 p.m., Gmeiner Arts and Cultural 
Center, 134 Main St., Wellsboro. Busi-
ness meeting, show and tell, start of 
a round-robin quilt project and guest 
speaker Ralph Wilston.
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Items for “Things to Do” must be 
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week in advance of the event.  
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off at 252 W. Fourth St.
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Direct extensions
Call 570-326-1551, then dial  

the following extensions:

Media Editor......................... 3121
Managing Editor.................. 3115
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Business................................. 3115
Outdoors................................ 3127
Lifestyle................................. 3110
Education.............................. 3116
Entertainment...................... 3124
Health.................................... 3124
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Editorial department hours:  
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Monday through Friday, 
3 to 8 p.m. Sundays.

Obituaries
Call 570-326-1551, ext. 3120

We accept obituaries from  
9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

Monday through Friday and 
from noon to 5 p.m. Sundays. 
The obituary desk is closed on 
Saturdays and major holidays.

Circulation
To subscribe, or for delivery or 
billing questions.....1157 or 1154
Director..................................1140

Hours: 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday;

Automated customer service 
from 5 a.m. to 10 a.m. 

Saturday and Sunday.

Advertising
Retail advertising................. 2007   
Classified advertising.......... 2003
Classified ad manager......... 2110
Advertising director............. 2230
Retail sales manager........... 2228

Classified and retail
advertising department 

hours are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday.

Human resources 
Director and job 
applications........................... 1127

Emails
advertising@sungazette.com
classifieds@sungazette.com
life@sungazette.com
obituaries@sungazette.com
showcase@sungazette.com
sportsdesk@sungazette.com

Letters to the editor:
letters@sungazette.com
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thingstodo@sungazette.com
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Dr. Grace Shu, M.D., Ph.D., left, and Dr. Jason 
Shu, M.D. of Williamsport received special 
commemoratives from the Chinese govern-
ment, which memorialize the current 2022 
Winter Olympics in Beijing, China. “This year’s 
Winter Olympics comes at a special time be-
cause it coincides with the Chinese Spring 
Festival and the beginning of the Year of the Ti-
ger,” Dr. Grace Shu explained. “We very much 
appreciate the kindness, thoughtfulness and 
personal friendship that Ambassador Huang 
Ping, Consul General of the Chinese Consul-
ate in New York, and Director Dong Hairong, 
Director of the Overseas Chinese Affairs Office 
of the Chinese Consulate in New York, have 
shown us,” Dr. Grace Shu said. “Both of them 
are wonderful people, and they are talented 
diplomats who have excelled in their various 
postings around the world.” Dr. Grace Shu 
and Dr. Jason Shu are well-known figures in 
the Chinese-American community. Dr. Grace 
Shu is the chief adviser on international affairs 
for Lycoming County. She was vice presi-
dent for Williamsport/Lycoming Chamber of 
Commerce, and for many years she has been 
instrumental in bringing investment dollars to 
the area. Dr. Grace Shu is also a U.S. Public 
Health Service adviser, chairwoman of the bi-
partisan Asian American Voters Coalition, and 
the senior adviser to the China CDC, Infectious 
Diseases and AIDS Prevention and Control 
Center. Dr. Jason Shu served as a member 
of the U.S. National Health Service Advisory 
Council, on the Pennsylvania State Board of 
Medicine, and has been awarded and recog-
nized by the Pennsylvania Medical Society and 
the Lycoming County Medical Society. “For all 
of the political and health problems that are 
happening worldwide right now, our American 
Winter Olympic athletes have worked very hard 
and sacrificed much in order to earn their com-
petition spots. They have accomplished great 
things and we should continue to support 
them,” said Dr. Jason Shu. “In fact, we should 
congratulate all of the athletes from around the 
world who have earned their respective 2022 
Winter Olympic spots, regardless of where 
they ultimately place.”

Wednesday Cash 4 Life
Numbers  2, 7, 14, 21, 25
Cash Ball  1

1:35 p.m. Drawing
Pick 2                                      40
Pick 3                                  918
Pick 4                                6650
Pick 5                              98743
Wild                                        2
Treasure Hunt   8, 22, 24, 28, 29

Wednesday Powerball
Numbers  22, 30, 40, 42, 48
Powerball  16
Power Play                          2

SOCIALS

WELCOME TO 
THE WORLD!

Celebrating a new addition to the family? Or marking another 
year with a beloved child? Let the community celebrate with you! 
Submit your announcement including the child’s name, age, day 
of birth, parents’ and grandparents’ names, and neighborhood  
of residence to the Sun-Gazette at thingstodo@sungazette.com  

or by calling 570-326-1551 ext. 3110.

JUNIOR
BIRTHDAY

7 p.m. Drawing
Pick 2                                      89
Pick 3                                  628
Pick 4                                3786
Pick 5                              55228
Wild                                        9
Cash 5        7, 9, 20, 40, 41
Match 6    4, 10, 17, 26, 29, 32

DEATHS
Diane Custred
Denise Ann Johnson
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Muncy Public Library begins 
renovation project

MUNCY — The Muncy Public Library, 108 S. Main St., 
received funding through a Community Development Block 
Grant provided by the U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development and administered by the state Depart-
ment of Community and Economic Development. This proj-
ect will provide the library with a new back sidewalk and 
entrance, a renovated restroom, and an elevator to make the 
collection more accessible to all patrons. 

HUNT-EAS is the architecture firm managing the project 
and Yoder Builders was awarded the construction contract. 

To facilitate this phase of the project, the library will be 
closed to the public from Monday through Saturday, Feb. 
26. The Library will reopen on Monday, Feb. 28, at 10 a.m. 
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Day Day 

Celebration!Celebration!

607 Village Road, Muncy PA
570-317-5292

Saturday, February 19th - 10-5
and Sunday February 20th 12-5

Let’s chase winter away together!

Free Coffee, Hot Chocolate, 
Mulling Cider and Snacks

Gift Basket and Giveaways

By LAURA JAMESON
ljameson@lockhaven.com

MILL HALL — The clock is ticking for Mill Hall 
Borough’s submission for a large DCNR grant which 
could pay for nearly half of its pool restoration.

The borough’s Pool Steering Committee met 
Wednesday night to review three possible redesigns 
of the pool, presented to the committee by design firm 
Aquatic Facilities Design, Inc.

The committee narrowed down its choices to one, 
with some modifications, that will be presented 
to Mill Hall Borough Council for its approval this 
month.

The redesign is part of the borough’s feasibility 
study for the pool, and is a crucial part of its applica-
tion for the DCNR grant.

Rainelle Wallace, chair of the steering committee 
and the borough’s parks and recreation committee, 
had some good news to share in regards to the grant.

Wallace, Mayor Tom Bossert and committee mem-
ber Lenny Long spoke with the regional advisor for 
DCNR, Wes Fahringer recently, who said the borough 
is poised to do well with this grant.

“Wes gave really good feedback,” Wallace said. “He 
said we have the potential to get one of the biggest 
payouts from this grant in recent years.”

This is due to the amount of federal funds being 

pushed into the state.
“If there’s ever a time to do it, now is the time,” 

Wallace said Fahringer told them.
This grant, whose application is due in April, could 

see the borough receive about half or more in match-
ing funds for the total scope of the project. However, 
to receive the funds the borough must pledge to find 
funding for the other half.

According to Aquatic Facilities’s calculations, the 
borough is looking at an over $1 million price tag to 
restore the pool.

Wallace said, if the grant is awarded, it would 
be given to the borough in January 2023. And with 
construction not feasible until 2024, the borough has 
a whole year to raise the matching funds.

DCNR has a second grant, the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund, which could also help the bor-
ough. Wallace said they could receive up to $300,000 
from this program if they apply in 2023. She added 
that Community Development Block Grant Funding 
could be put towards the project.

“The big thing would be to reach out to our neigh-
bors and ask for funding,” Wallace said.

It was noted by multiple members of the commit-
tee — some who are members of borough council — 
that area municipalities used to donate funds to the 
pool. 

The grant application will be due on April 6.
Wallace said completing the feasibility study will 

be the biggest hurdle of the project.
“The feasibility study is lock-step for the grant,” 

she said.
Other aspects of the the application include:
• A concept design approved by borough council. 

Council will consider a final design during its meeting 
on Feb. 22.

• Must agree to secure funding for the remaining 
portion of the restoration cost.

• Data compiled from a community survey. The 
survey can be found on the borough’s Facebook page 
and https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MillHallBor-
oughPool.

• Key person interviews conducted by members of 
the steering committee.

“Wes Fahringer said Mill Hall is in a very good 
spot. This is a big one,” Bossert told the committee.

Members of the public who would be interested 
in commenting on the pool’s redesign may do so by 
attending the borough’s Feb. 22 meeting. The meeting 
begins at 7 p.m. and his held at the borough building, 
215 Beech Creek Ave., Mill Hall.

By PAT CROSSLEY 
pcrossley@sungazette.com 

An amendment to the agreement 
with the engineering group working on 
the extension of the River Walk was 
approved by the Lycoming County Com-
missioners, giving the consultants an 
extra year to work on their portion of 
the project. 

The extended deadline gives more 
time to finish coordination and design 
engineering work required for the pro-
ject plan, according to Jenny Picciano, 
community development/lead planner 
with the county’s planning and commu-
nity development department.

When completed the extension of the 
River Walk will run from its current 
endpoint at Maynard Street through 

the Susquehanna State Park ending at 
Reach Road. 

The extension of the agreement 
comes at no extra cost to the county. 

Under personnel items, the commis-
sioners approved hiring the following 
people for the positions listed: Kalen 
Barnes, administrative specialist in 
budget & finance, new starting date of 
2/22/2022; Jerri Rook, executive secre-
tary in courts; Richard Walker, Clerk 
III in courts; Matthew Walker and 
Gavyn Eisenhower, correctional officers 
at the prison; and Kyle Dawson, bail 
release officer at the prison. 

The commissioners approved several 
agreements for 2022 budgeted items. 
They are: 

The U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security Federal Fiscal Year 2021 
Emergency Management Performance 

Grant Agreement.  This provides a 50% 
matching grant which in total offset for 
positions at the Department of Public 
Safety office for their salary and bene-
fits. 

The SAVIN maintenance and service 
agreement with the Pennsylvania Dis-
trict Attorneys Institute. This contract 
provides crime victims and other indi-
viduals with free, confidential notifica-
tion regarding an offender’s release or 
escape. 

Resolution 2022-04 for Williamsport 
Area Metropolitan Planning Organiza-
tion Master Grant agreement, which 
authorizes who can sign. They also 
approved the Williamsport Area Metro-
politan Planning Organization Master 
Grant Agreement with the Department 
of Transportation, which is WATS 
grant funded. These are documents 

PennDot requires to complete the mas-
ter agreement. It’s a lobby certification, 
Workmen’s Compensation, non-collu-
sion agreement. 

 A three-year software training 
update and support agreement with 
AMCS Group, Inc. for a PC scale in the 
Resource Management Department. 

Amendment to an agreement with 
Keller Partners and Company, which 
helps find funding for county projects. 

The Medical Flexible Spending 
Account Plan and the Dependent Care 
Flexible Spending Account Plan were 
both approved. In addition amendments 
to both plans were also approved by the 
commissioners. 

The next commissioners meeting will 
be at 10 a.m., Feb. 24 in the Commis-
sioners’ Board Room, first floor, execu-
tive plaza, 330 Pine St. 

Commissioners approve extra year on design 
engineering work for River Walk extension

Mill Hall continues to push for pool

HARRISBURG (AP) 
— The legislative leader 
on the losing end of a 
4-1 vote two weeks ago 
to approve new General 
Assembly district lines 
filed a lawsuit Thursday 
asking the Pennsylvania 
Supreme Court to throw 
out the new districts and 
separately sought to have 
10-year-old maps be used 
in this year’s election.

House Majority Leader 
Kerry Benninghoff, 
R-Centre, argued the 
Legislative Reapportion-
ment Commission’s set 
of House maps is slanted 
in favor of Democrats 
and violates state con-
stitutional standards in 
splitting municipalities 
and by how much some 
districts would vary from 
the average district’s 
population size.

He also claimed that 
by creating districts that 
encompass significant 
numbers of Black, Asian 
and Latino voters, the re-

apportionment “illegally 
draws to a racial target.”

The appeal by Ben-
ninghoff and any others 
filed before the March 7 
deadline, along with any 
changes to the May 17 
primary schedule, will 
be decided by the justic-
es. Districts are being 
redrawn to account for 
population changes since 
the 2000 census.

Benninghoff sought 
to have the commis-
sion adopt a plan of his 
choosing before the vote 
on Feb. 4. He was sup-
ported by Senate Major-
ity Leader Kim Ward, 
R-Westmoreland, but his 
amendment failed 3-2. 

The other commission 
members are the House 
and Senate Democratic 
leaders, and chairman 
Mark Nordenberg, a 
Democrat picked by the 
Democratic-majority 
Supreme Court after 
the four leaders could 
not agree on their fifth 
member.

Also Thursday, the 
Supreme Court said all 
appeals and briefs are 
due by March 7 and the 
Legislative Reapportion-
ment Commission would 
have until March 11 to 
respond. The justices 
said they do not intend to 
have oral argument.

House GOP leader asks high 
court to throw out Assembly maps
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Opinion

We in the news media are con-
sumed these days with our preferred 
story of any moment: ourselves.

In case you didn’t hear about it, 
Jeff Zucker, CNN’s president for 
the past nine years, resigned about 
a week ago, citing a relationship 
with a subordinate employee that he 
didn’t divulge to management when 
it began, as required by company 
policy.

Not that anyone outside the news 
media cares. To most Americans, 
the vast majority of whom are not 
watching CNN, “Zucker” is either 
a misspelled lollipop or perhaps a 
brand of German marmalade.

But in Washington D.C., New 
York and Los Angeles, “Zucker” was 
the undisputed king of news, who 
got his break at NBC’s “Today” show 
and rose to the top of NBC Univer-
sal before taking over CNN, and so 
this is the news that really matters.

And it was supposedly all the 
more breathtaking because Zucker 
just two months earlier had told 
anchor Chris Cuomo to clean out his 
desk after it became clear that Cuo-
mo, while working for CNN, had ad-
vised his brother, Andrew, then the 
Democratic governor of New York, 
about how to handle allegations of 
sexual harassment by subordinates. 
Now, Zucker was following him out 
the door.

Nobody thinks Zucker resigned 
only because he didn’t report his 
consensual relationship. Just as 
likely, he was relieved of his duties 
to clear the decks for the forthcom-
ing merger of CNN’s parent com-
pany, WarnerMedia, and Discovery 
Inc., whose CEO, David Zaslav, 
recently called CNN the “leader in 
news to the left.”

But what unfolded over at CNN 

as Zucker’s train pulled out was — 
what else can you call it? — embar-
rassing. Spare us the near-tearful 
testimonials of CNN anchors who 
could barely keep their chins from 
quivering as, one by one, they told 
viewers how sad and lost and devas-
tated they were by Zucker’s sudden 
departure.

Zucker, a longtime TV man, was 
their leader, their anchor, their 
cheerleader, their savior, their rud-
der, their therapist, their news muse 
and their ATM. It’s soul-crushing — 
to maybe a Muppet or two — when 
elites get weepy over losing a bestie 
while the country is on the verge of 
collapse from covid; inflation; work-
er, food and supply shortages; gun 
violence; and, not incidentally, the 
widening gap between rich and poor. 
Oh, and rising tensions with Russia.

Whatever happened to “no crying 
in baseball,” the operative emotion-
al principle in newsrooms of my 
youth and even 10 years ago when 
I was (briefly) a CNN co-anchor? 
When I was told that the CNN 
president who hired me was being 
fired, I burst into tears (in my office) 
because I knew in that instant that 
my own future at the network was 
doomed. I cried a lot for good reason 
over the next several months, but I 
didn’t whimper on TV, for heaven’s 
sake, the way some did over Zucker.

It was enough to make me won-
der what happened to CNN’s spine. 

I can surmise only that Zucker is 
what happened. He was certainly 
beloved by those who prospered on 
his watch. Maybe he was the best 
boss anyone ever had. But he also 
guided the network away from the 
ramrod-straight, just-the-facts news 
programming that CNN founder 
Ted Turner had envisioned and 
toward a more personalized, inter-
pretive style of reporting that came 
with a price in a deeply divided na-
tion. Not all CNN shows went this 
way, I hasten to add, but enough 
did that the audience kept slipping 
away. At the start of 2022, CNN av-
eraged 548,000 viewers during the 
week of Jan. 3, an 80% decline from 
the same period in 2021.

The Zucker chapter is a reminder 
of the yawning gap between the way 
average Americans and the media 
elite live. It’s a chasm that has been 
widening for years. There’s not 
much overlap left. While the great 
unwashed struggle to survive amid 
social and economic unrest, anchors 
and many correspondents are typi-
cally comfortable millionaires who 
live in a pristine bubble, communing 
with colleagues and other elites, es-
caping to the Hamptons, Nantucket 
and other swanky watering holes to 
avoid germs and attend gatherings 
where their elbows are unlikely to 
ever bump into the sort of people 
who voted for Trump.

Many in my business don’t un-
derstand why Joe Rogan’s podcast 
remains so popular or why Fox 
News continues to clobber CNN in 
ratings. But this is how a great out-
let loses track of an audience that 
once ate out of its hand -- and is the 
very last to know.

Kathleen Parker is a Creators 
Syndicate columnist.

Getting rid of gerrymander-
ing, liberal commentators claimed, 
was necessary to preserve democra-
cy and prevent its overthrow by the 
forces of repression and one-party 
dictatorship.

It turns out that those alarms 
are suddenly, to borrow a Water-
gate word, inoperative. The turning 
point may have come last week 
when David Wasserman, the Cook 
Political Report’s ace redistricting 
honcho, tweeted that his state-by-
state accounting that showed Dem-
ocrats with a two- to three-seat 
gain in U.S. House redistricting in 
the cycle following the 2020 census.

So much for the lamentations, 
coming from Democrats such as 
former Attorney General Eric Hold-
er, that Republican redistricting 
would guarantee one-party control 
for another decade or even, accord-
ing to left-wing tweeters, forever. 
Republicans control legislatures 
and governorships in states with 
more House districts than Demo-
crats. But they are failing to make 
the redistricting gains they did fol-
lowing the 2000 and 2010 censuses.

Why haven’t things been pan-
ning out that way?

One reason is that Democrat-
ic redistricters have been more 
ruthless than Republicans, starting 
with Illinois and its early filing 
deadline on March 14. Democrats 
drew “bacon-strip” districts head-
ing 100 miles out from Chicago 
wards to the open prairie and 
downstate districts that stitch 
together small factory or university 
towns along highway rights of way. 
They increased Democrats’ edge 
from 13-5 to 14-3.

New York Democrats did even 
better. Their edge went from 19-8 
to 22-4, thanks to a plan that 
linked conservative Staten Island 
with Brooklyn’s trendy Park Slope 
and gave House Judiciary Chair-

man Jerry Nadler a district that 
snakes from the palisades of Upper 
Manhattan to the beaches of Ben-
sonhurst.

This seems in violation of New 
York law, but those familiar with 
how New York courts handle 
election law, such as Wasserman, 
have little doubt it will stand. 
Similarly, the Democratic-majority 
North Carolina Supreme Court has 
overturned a Republican redistrict-
ing plan based on the court’s 2019 
criteria on an entirely inconsistent 
theory. “Heads I win, tails you lose.”

In contrast, the Republican-ma-
jority Ohio Supreme Court has 
overturned a partisan Republican 
map based on similar provisions. 
Texas Republican legislators con-
centrated on strengthening Republi-
can incumbents rather than ousting 
Democrats.

You see similar inconsistency 
in interpreting the Voting Rights 
Act. Black politicians and Republi-
can strategists long argued that it 
required maximizing the number 
of majority-Black districts, which 
resulted in electing more Black 
members and in strengthening 
Republicans in adjacent districts. 
Democrats taking that view pre-
vailed in federal court in challeng-
ing Alabama’s districts, a decision 
stayed last week pending full review 
by the Supreme Court.

But in other cases, Democrats 
have argued that the act requires 
only a large percentage of Black vot-
ers, an arrangement that tends to 
elect more Democrats. It’s possible 

that the Supreme Court in the Ala-
bama case may clear up the muddle 
of current Voting Rights Act juris-
prudence that has been exploited by 
both parties. 

The creation of purportedly non-
partisan redistricting commissions 
-- a favorite proposal of those few 
liberals, like the Washington Post 
editorialists, who lament partisan 
redistricting — doesn’t end partisan 
gerrymanders. Democrats have 
succeeded in gaming supposedly 
neutral commissions this cycle in 
California (52 districts), Michigan 
(13) and New Jersey (12).

Those who have lamented 
that partisan redistricting means 
one-party control do have some 
historic precedent for their argu-
ment. As I documented in succes-
sive editions of “The Almanac of 
American Politics,” Democrats’ 
partisan redistricting helped them 
maintain majorities in the House of 
Representatives from the Supreme 
Court’s one-person, one-vote deci-
sion in 1964 through 1992.

That hasn’t worked for Republi-
cans. Starting in 1995, neither party 
has maintained majorities over a 
10-year intercensal period. Political 
realignments have frustrated even 
the most ruthless redistricters and 
may do so again. The waning prom-
inence of Donald Trump may turn 
some affluent districts who voted for 
Joe Biden in 2020 Republican again. 
Or the post-Biden emergence of 
someone like the 1992 Bill Clinton 
may turn some populist Trump 
2020 districts once again Democrat-
ic. Or voters could start splitting 
their tickets again.

My prediction is that by 2030, 
the partisan redistrictings of politi-
cal parties and “apolitical” commis-
sions alike will have been rendered 
nugatory by the voters.

Michael Barone is a Creators 
Syndicate columnist.

Lamentations about redistricting ending 
democracy prove hypocritical — and wrong

Opinion

CNN offering lesson on how to lose audience

Of all the measures that members of the 
Pittsburgh City Council could take up, raising 
their own salaries is among the most delicate, 
demanding the highest degree of humility, even 
shame.

In this regard, city council members failed 
spectacularly.

Nothing increases the perception of self-deal-
ing like irregular procedures and secrecy; the 
council engaged in both in setting a 6.3% raise 
for itself.

Recently, council President Theresa Kail-
Smith froze a proposed 22% pay hike “pending 
legal review.” In truth, the only review needed 
was a copy of the city’s home rule charter and an 
ounce of common sense.

Rather than retreating with their collective 
tail between their legs, council retreated boldly 
into a private executive session during a spe-
cial weekend meeting called by Ms. Kail-Smith. 
Then, behind closed doors, they hammered out a 
“compromise” among themselves: 6.3%.

Now, city Controller Michael Lamb says the 
average raise given to city employees is 3%, but 
Ms. Kail-Smith insists the city’s law department 
approved a figure twice that for her and her col-
leagues.

Just how council members pulled that off isn’t 
clear, since it happened during a closed session. 
At the very least, council members owe the pub-
lic an explanation of how they got to 6.3%. Obvi-
ously, they were angling for the most they could 
get and stay out of jail.

Outgoing Mayor Bill Peduto, who should have 
known better, helped create this fiasco in De-
cember, when he included a Christmas gift to 
council in his final budget: a roughly $16,000 sal-
ary boost, or 22%, from about $72,000 a year to 
$88,000. Buried in a Byzantine budget, the line 
item attracted little notice while the city awaited 
a new administration.

But it was obviously, patently, beyond the 
shadow of a doubt a violation of Pittsburgh’s 
home rule charter. That document, which is ba-
sically the city’s constitution, reads, “no elected 
city official shall receive a salary increase that 
exceeds the average percentage of increase in 
salaries and wages paid to all city employees as 
based on the previous year’s salary.”

City employees, of course, have not received 
an average raise of 22%. Nor have city residents, 
for that matter, the folks whom the mayor and 
council members nominally represent.

While few observers noticed the line item, 
council members surely did. And they surely 
knew it was illegal. And they surely went along 
with it, until they were called out by local media.

For all the good city council has recently done 
— a smart, deliberate response to the Wilkins-
burg annexation and a quick, thoughtful re-
sponse to the Fern Hollow Bridge collapse — 
these shenanigans outweigh it all.

If council members had played this straight, 
they could have made a decent case that they 
are underpaid. In Buffalo, their counterparts get 
$75,000, and in Cleveland over $80,000.

The public likely would have tolerated a mod-
est raise, passed with transparency and modesty.

But not like this. Ever.

— Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Pittsburgh City 
Council should 

end pay raise bid 
after debacle
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It was the production of stainless steel sockets be-
ing dropped down a conveyor belt into a storage bin.

Behind the machine, an employee monitored the 
process of the metal getting cut and formed into the 
sockets used by thousands if not millions of carpen-
ters, plumbers and everyday handymen.

S-K, which stands for the Sherman-Klove Co., a 
business that made munitions for the first world war 
and screw-machine products, is located in the giant 
shop, and produced tool parts for suppliers around 
the nation.

“This city needs it,” Lawrence said of the produc-
tion lines rolling.

He’s excited to tell more people about the Shop-Vac 
story and wants employees with the right attitude 
who want to join a winning team.

Shop-Vac was founded in 1953 as an offshoot of the 
Craft Tool Co. by Martin Miller, a mechanical engi-
neer who patented the product.

The vacuum quickly took the place of the broom 
and dustpan.

It could clean wood and metal chips in places such 
as high school workshops and, in 1969, the corpora-
tion opened its world headquarters in Williamsport, 
producing the Shop-Vac brand but also private labe-
led vacuums with names such as Craftsman, Black & 
Decker, Montgomery Wards and JC Penney.

Over the years, the wet/dry vacuum evolved, such 
as in 1998 when Shop-Vac introduced a pump vac-
uum capable of picking up water from flooded areas 
and pumping it out up to 60 feet.

For areas in central Pennsylvania which gets peri-
odic flooding, the machine proved to be invaluable.

It’s still considered a Godsend.
Inside the 350,000-square-foot facility is a 

300,000-square-foot warehouse devoted to the product 
line.

In yet another part of the plant, 40 blow molding 
and injection molding machines are positioned to 
perform their tasks.

This is where the tanks, nozzles and hoses are 
made.

In the distance a team of workers on the assembly 
lines are busily packing the components and placing 
them in boxes for shipment.

They wave their hands upward at Lawrence and 
his tour. Some of the women and men are shifting 
their bodies from side to side, others are swiftly 
assembling the cardboard boxes and still others are 
stacking the vacuum, parts and instructions and war-
ranty in the boxes.

They move along the assembly line to be stacked 
and wait for shipment, or stored in case of emergen-
cies.

Some 100,000 vacuums remain in the plant in case 
of natural disasters and the rush to retailers when 

there are floods, hurricanes and storms.
Nearly everyone owns or knows someone who has 

a Shop-Vac. But, surprisingly, the product comes 
in 50 sizes, and are operable for everyone from the 
grandmother sweeping up spilled Cheerios to those 
who need to clean up ash at industrial sites.

The factory tries to produce most of what makes up 
the vacuums on the plant site, to remain competitive, 
and that includes such items as stainless steel cages, 
plastic fans and hoses.

The motors — that power the product lines — are 
manufactured by a sister company in China, and 
most of the raw materials are U.S. suppliers.

In another part of the factory are 40 mammoth 
presses that produce the plastic parts of the vacuums.

These are turned on and because they are ener-
gy intensive are left on in three shifts for days and 
weeks at a time.

The injection mold used to produce the plastic 
parts are affixed on the top with a coupling. A gigan-
tic chain with a hook clips on to it and lifts it into 
place.

The air temperature is comfortable and new 
employees at the assembly lines are given initial 
training on slow runs and mentored before they are 
brought in for the regular assembly.

Some of the employees have been with the com-
pany for 30 years. There is a mix of relatively older 
employees, and some younger.

“We promote a positive work environment and 
culture,” Lawrence said.

For example, the employees took part in a tent sale 
for the community, held picnics and performed an in-
valuable role, stepping up production to ensure extra 
vacuums are available at local retailers, especially 
whenever natural disasters.

The vacuums and components are sold on the 
Shop-Vac website with a store for shopping on it and 
the toll-free 1-800 customer service line.

Company with about 200 
workers looks to employ more
(From Page A1)

drugs. That’s dangerous on its own, 
but when a person is unaware fen-
tanyl has been added, it can greatly 
increase the risk of overdose. 

Fentanyl can also be used in 
fake pills. People think they have 
been taking oxycodone or other opi-
oids and are unaware that it may 
contain lethal doses of fentanyl. 

“We see individuals test pos-
itive in the criminal justice sys-
tem, which we work closely with. 
They’ll test positive for fentanyl, 
and they’re a little bit shocked and 
they’ll tell you I did use this, but I 
didn’t use fentanyl. It was probably 
laced,” she said.

If someone is struggling in ad-
diction, to connect with the com-
mission to find help is as simple as 
making a phone call.

“We’re on call 24/7, 365 days a 
year, I have two staff on call, a case 
manager on call and I also have a 
certified recovery specialist on call. 
People can reach out to any one of 
them after hours and of course dur-
ing the day they can call the main 
number and it’s as simple as calling 
here and asking for an appoint-
ment,” Madden said. 

The goal is to see everyone who 
seeks help within seven days, al-
though if there is an emergent need 
for them to be seen quicker, a same 
day appointment is arranged.  

“Our main goal is to help folks 
navigate the substance abuse 
health care system, for lack of a 
better term for it,” she said. 

“It’s tough, healthcare in general 
can be tough. You have to be your 
own advocate. And when you’re in 
the middle of addiction, being your 
own advocate is not the easiest 
thing,” Madden explained.

The commission acts as, what 
Madden called, “the hub for all 
things substance use disorder.” 
“Start here. We’ll help you get 
where you need to be. If you need 
our help, we’ll help you. If you need 
to be sent over here because you 
have this kind of insurance then 
we’ll get you over there. We’re not 
a provider. We’re not a counseling 
agency. We are the ‘you start here 
and we’ll assess you free of charge,’” 
she said.

Except for a driving under the 
influence program they offer, all 
services at the commission are free. 

“We’ll decide whether or not you 
need treatment and if you need 
treatment, what does that look 
like? If you have no insurance or 

if you’re underinsured or you have 
insurance we’ll see any of them. If 
they don’t have insurance or are 
underinsured, we’ll pay for folks to 
go to a license provider for treat-
ment,” she said. 

If help to provide treatment is as 
easy as a phone call, why are people 
reluctant to make the call?

“I think a lot of that traces back 
to stigma,” Madden said. “I believe 
stigma is what holds most people 
back from getting help.” 

“There are services available. 
I’m not going to tell you that it’s 
perfect and everything works the 
way it always should. But, I can 
confidently tell you that if you come 
to us and you need treatment you 
will get some treatment. It may not 
always be what you want or what it 
should be. You never leave without 
some kind of service if you need it,” 
she said. 

The West Branch Drug & Alco-
hol Abuse Commission was desig-
nated as the Single County Author-
ity (SCA) for Lycoming and Clinton 
counties, beginning in 1974. 

It is tasked with “being the 
gatekeeper of public funds for and 
ensuring the quality of substance 
use disorder prevention, inter-
vention and treatment” for the 
two counties. It operates under a 
grant agreement with the state’s 
Department of Drug and Alcohol 
Programs, according to information 
from the commission. 

Some prevention services are 
delivered by the commission’s staff 
while others are subcontracted to 
community partners.

The commission is also available 
to help families when there is a 
family member living in addiction.

“I talk to family members in 
those situations all the time and so 
does our assistant director, who is 
a certified interventionist. In those 
cases we can either help the family 
facilitate an intervention or we can 
just be a support for that family 
member until their wife, husband, 
child, or parent wants to get the 
treatment,” Madden said. 

“We try to educate them, get 
them resources. We have two peo-
ple on staff who work with families 
and are certified to do that. We will 
help the family as long as we can 
and if we eventually get the family 
member in here, we’ll do what we 
can for them as well, but we cer-
tainly provide support to the family 
even if the person that needs help 
doesn’t want to get it yet,” 

And what of the stereotypical 
drug addict? According to Madden, 
there is no such thing. 

“There’s just not. There used to 
be about 20 years ago, but not now. 
It’s the full gamut of people–age, 
sex, race, economic status, educa-
tion–all of it. It is just across the 
board,” she said.

“It does not discriminate. I know 
people still think it does, that it’s a 
certain type of person. It’s absolute-
ly false. If I could let people come 
sit here and watch and see the 
people that come in you would see 
that it’s all shapes and forms. It’s 
anybody you can imagine,” she said. 

“What I worry about are the 
folks that don’t come in might be 
those people who are more con-
cerned that it might reflect back 
on their image or their family. We 
deal with a lot of people just sort 
of telephone support and helping 
them navigate things so it’s less 
public for them. 

Families still really want to hide 
it lots of time. I can understand 
that. People can be very unkind as 
I think we’ve seen the last couple of 
years,” she stated. 

Madden has a word of caution 
for people who are living in ad-
diction but haven’t reached the 
point where they find themselves 
involved with the criminal justice 
system.

“I would encourage them to seek 
treatment before it gets to that 
point and you lose control over your 
decision-making once you enter the 
criminal justice system,” she said. 

“We’re fortunate in this county 
we have a criminal justice system 
that’s extremely supportive of treat-
ment and rehabilitation–incredibly 
supportive. We’re fortunate with 
that, but people still are held and 
have to be held accountable and fol-
low the laws. Our treatment courts 
are very important, but I would 
just encourage them to get involved 
with something, anything before 
that happens,” she continued. 

“What we have seen is that 
people who have gone through the 
criminal justice system and have 
worked with us, many times if they 
fall into a relapse, they will come 
in here before it gets to that point 
again. Certainly not all the time, 
but we’ve seen that happen. That’s 
a success for people. They can get 
back in here and get connected with 
something before something worse 
happens, that’s what we’re hoping 
for,” she added.

“If we don’t move forward now, we may be 
looking at higher costs for the project,” Dan 
Egly, business manager said.

The board went ahead and approved low bids 
to firms for general construction and electrical 
work for the project.

The contracts and their costs are: Lobar, Inc., 
Dillsburg, $1.78 million; ECI, LLC, Dillsburg, 
$7.98 million; and Lecce Electric, Williamsport, 
$1.53 million.

The project will include the addition of class-
rooms and expansion of the cafeteria at Schick 
Elementary School. Other work will involve 
adding classrooms and expanding gym and caf-
eteria areas at the township high school/middle 
school.

In other matters, the board reappointed Ger-
ald McLaughlin to serve as superintendent for 
the next five years.

Terms of the contract call for McLaughlin to 
receive annual 2.5% pay increases with possible 
1.5% annual increases based on performance.

McLaughlin’s annual salary is presently at 
$153,000.

The vote was 5-1 to approve McLaughlin’s 
reappointment.

Voting yes were Charles Edmonds, Hal Gee, 
Robert Leidhecker, Carolyn Strickland, and 
Melvin Wentzel.

Michael Zicolello, who voted no, said he felt 
overall education has slipped in the district in 
recent years.

“I find this to be troubling,” he said.
He said he would have been willing to per-

haps approve a three-year contract rather than 
“gamble” on a five-year agreement.

Strickland said the five-year contract is a 
statement of McLaughlin’s performance.

McLaughlin thanked the board for giving 
him the opportunity to lead the district.

The board approved an agreement with 
BLaST Intermediate Unit 17 to conduct a sum-
mer Extended School Year program at Schick 
Elementary School for the summers of 2022, 
2023, and 2024.

Lynette Reitz was approved as girls varsity 
soccer coach for the 2022-2023 season.

The board approved the hiring of Karen 
Smith as a paraprofessional at $15.50 per hour.

Arin Moyer, Diane Smith, and Jennifer 
Vogel, were approved as substitute food service 
employees at $10 per hour.

The board approved the following resigna-
tions:

• Shannon Clune, part-time paraprofession-
al.

• Tamara Hornberger, secretary.
• Stacie Kingsley, full-time paraprofessional.

County sees decrease in overdose deaths
(From Page A1)

Loyalsock approves 
$10M bond resolution 
for renovations
(From Page A1)

hoped will expose and pre-empt any invasion planning. 
The U.S. has declined to reveal much of the evidence 
underlying its claims.

He told the diplomats that a sudden, seemingly 
violent event staged by Russia to justify invasion would 
kick it off. 

“We don’t know exactly” the pretext — a “so-called 
terrorist bombing” inside Russia, a staged drone strike, 
“a fake, even a real attack … using chemical weapons,” 
he said.

It would open with cyberattacks, along with missiles 
and bombs across Ukraine, he said. Painting the U.S. 
picture further, Blinken described the entry of Russian 
troops, advancing on Kyiv, a city of nearly 3 million, 
and other key targets.

U.S. intelligence indicated Russia also would target 
“specific groups” of Ukrainians, Blinken said, again 
without giving details.

In an implicit nod to Secretary of State Colin 
Powell’s appearance before the Security Council in 
2003, when he cited unsubstantiated and false U.S. 
intelligence to justify the U.S. invasion of Iraq, Blinken 
added: “Let me be clear. I am here today not to start a 

war, but to prevent one.”
Biden’s own comments on the Russian threat were 

unusually dire.
Speaking at the White House, he said Washington 

saw no signs of a promised Russian withdrawal, and 
said the invasion threat remains “very high” because 
Russia has moved more troops toward the border with 
Ukraine instead of pulling them back.

“Every indication we have is they’re prepared to go 
into Ukraine, attack Ukraine,” Biden told reporters. 
He said the U.S. has “reason to believe” that Russia is 
“engaged in a false flag operation  to have an excuse to 
go in,” but did not provide details.

Biden also said he had no plans to speak soon with 
Russian President Vladimir Putin. 

Renewed fear of an invasion put global financial 
markets on edge. The Dow Jones Industrial Average 
fell nearly 600 points, or 1.7%. More than 85% of the 
stocks in the benchmark S&P 500 were in the red.

Even without an attack, the sustained Russian pres-
sure on Ukraine has further hobbled its shaky economy 
and left an entire nation under constant strain.

ASSOCIATED PRESS
Military helicopters fly over the Osipovichi train-
ing ground during the Union Courage-2022 Rus-
sia-Belarus military drills near Osipovichi , Belarus, 
Thursday.

Biden: Russian threat to invade Ukraine still ‘very high’
(From Page A1)
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LAURIE WELLS: SWC REALTY AGENT
(570) 447-5485  |  LWELLS@SWCREALTY.COM

A house is made with walls and beams; a home is built with love and 
dreams.” – Ralph Waldo Emerson Buying and selling a home brings a 
variety of emotions and having sold and bought several homes over her 
lifetime, Laurie truly understands this. She shows great compassion by 
putting her clients fi rst and listening to their needs. These are the reasons 
why she has always been successful in sales. Being part of helping her 
customers fi nd their dream home is extremely rewarding for her. Having 
been very successful in furniture sales by managing a retail store as well 
as helping customers decorate homes, Laurie has acquired a variety of 
skills and expertise that she puts to use to assist her customers in every 
aspect of home buying and selling. With her passion for interior design, 
she looks forward to helping customers get their homes staged for a 
quick sale. She also is perceptive in fi nding that “diamond in the rough” 
to assist her buyers in seeing the potential in a house. Laurie resides in 
Mill Hall, Pennsylvania with her husband, Randy; however, she was born 
and raised in Jersey Shore. She has strong family ties that extend from 
Eastern Lycoming County to Centre County and is geographically familiar 
with these beautiful north central Pennsylvania areas. With over 18 years 
of experience in retail sales, management and customer service, she will 
do what it takes to get the job done. Remember…WELLS SELLS! 

Labor &
Employment

Law

Old Lycoming Township man held on 
charges stemming from disturbance

By PHILIP A. 
HOLMES

pholmes@sungazette.com

Following a 40-min-
ute preliminary hearing 
Wednesday in which he 
heard testimony from 
two women and an Old 
Lycoming Township 
police officer, District 
Judge William Solomon 
ruled there was suffi-
cient evidence to hold 
Anthony Humphries Jr., 
30, on all charges stem-
ming from an incident at 
his mobile home at 2014 
Zuni Lane late Sunday 
afternoon.

The first on the stand 
was Humphries’ long-
time girlfriend who 
testified that the two 
had argued over “fidelity 
issues” and that Hum-
phries ordered her to get 
out, leaving behind an 
elementary school-aged 
child.

The woman told 
Solomon that she and 
Humphries together 
“snorted coke (cocaine)” 
during the day. She also 
claimed that Humphries 
smashed her cellphone. 
She said Humphries 
would not allow her to 
take the child with her. 
She also said there was 
a handgun, registered in 
her name, in the home. 

Also taking the stand 
was the child’s grand-
mother, who reported 
that when she arrived 
at the home, she heard 
“click, click,” which she 
assumed was Humphries 
racking a gun, but she 
testified that she never 
once saw him possessing 
a firearm. She fled and 
called 911 when Hum-
phries ordered her off 
the porch, according to 
her testimony.

Township Patrolman 
Dalton Lovell, the lead 
investigator in the case, 
then took the stand and 
reported that officers 
could not check on the 
welfare of the girl for 
about 40 minutes as they 
talked with Humphries.

When officers first ar-
rived, Humphries came 

out with his hands up 
screaming multiple times 
“police brutality, police 
brutality,” according to 
Lovell. Humphries told 
the police that his girl-
friend was lying, accord-
ing to the officer, adding 
that Humphries called 
the officers “a bunch of 
racist cops.” 

The incident was 
resolved peacefully, and 
no one was injured. The 
child was found safe, 
unharmed, inside the 
home.

Lovell testified that 
a loaded handgun was 
recovered from on top 
of a pile of clothes that 
were on a chair. A search 
warrant was executed 
on the property. Drugs, 
including marijuana and 

cocaine, were taken from 
the home, Lovell said.

Humphries’ attorney 
motioned to have charges 
of terroristic threats and 
endangering the wel-
fare of child dismissed, 
but the judge rejected 
the motion, ruling that 
Humphries, who remains 
jailed in lieu of $50,000 
bail, will face further 
court action on these 
township police charges 
as well as one count of 
criminal mischief, pos-
session of controlled sub-
stances and possession of 
drug paraphernalia.

The Lycoming County 
Court recently sentenced 
19 people: 

STATE PRISON:
Baylen Hairston, 35, one to 

two years for possession with in-
tent to distribute: cocaine.

Kiam Alford, 25, 15-30 
months and two years probation 
for attempted criminal trespass.

Daniel Prieto, 40, of Wil-
liamsport, 20-40 years and three 
years probation for rape of child, 
statutory sexual assault, aggra-
vated indecent assault, corrup-
tion of a minor, indecent assault 
and endangering the welfare of a 
child.

COUNTY PRISON:
Floyd Hulsizer, 44, of Milton, 

five days to six months and $300 
fine for DUI.

Michael Benson, 41, of Wil-
liamsport, 56-112 days for pos-
session of a controlled substance: 
cocaine.

Sharif Amir Oscar Jones, 30, 

of the Lycoming County Prison, 
nine to 18 months for possession 
of a weapon. 

Samuel H. Collins, 42, of 
Jersey Shore, five months to 24 
months minus one day, one year 
probation and $300 fine for re-
sisting arrest, DUI of meth, and 
possession of drug parapherna-
lia. 

ELECTRONIC MONITOR-
ING: 

Brian Reeder, 25, of Penns-
dale, five years of electronic 
monitoring and a fine of $2,500 
for DUI and driving under sus-
pension.

Fernando Davila, 30, of 
South Williamsport, 14 days 
electronic monitoring and $1,000 
fine for DUI

PROBATION: 
Joseph Kaiser, 37, of Wil-

liamsport, six months for pos-
session of a controlled substance: 
heroin/fentanyl mix

Pamela Duvall, of William-
sport, 48, of Williamsport, six 
months and $300 fine for DUI. 

Nataya Fields, 27, of Wil-
liamsport, two years for simple 
assault and disorderly conduct.

Barry Sanders, 58, of 
Hughesville, one year for fur-
nishing drug-free urine.

David A. Erb, 40, of Mont-
gomery, 18 months and $800/875 
fine for recklessly endangering 
another person, disregarding 
traffic lanes and careless driving/
obedience to traffics device. 

Michael W. Fulger, 23, of Jer-
sey Shore, five years for corrup-
tion of minors

FINES:
Angelina Vazquez, 47, of Wil-

liamsport, $2,500 for disorderly 
conduct.

Alexis Jo Sweet, 29, of Wil-
liamsport, $300 for disorderly 
conduct. 

Myeesha S. Porter, 38, of Wil-
liamsport, $500 for disorderly 
conduct, public drunkenness.

Philippe Koukoui, 21, of Wil-
liamsport, $1,225 for disorderly 
conduct, driving without a li-
cense and failing to stop at a stop 
sign.

19 sentenced in Lycoming County

Parent of Shop-Vac added 
to federal labor lawsuit

The new owner and parent company of Shop-Vac at 2323 Reach Road has been 
added to a federal lawsuit filed by former employees who contend they were ter-
minated without being given proper notice in September 2020.

An amended complaint was filed in the U.S. Middle District Court this week 
added Great Star Tools USA Inc. to the class action lawsuit contending a viola-
tion of the Workers Adjustment and Retraining Act occurred when they were not 
notified within 60 days of over 400 workers being terminated. In late December 
2020, Great Star announced it was purchasing substantially all of Shop-Vac’s 
assets.

Seven charged recently: DUI, 
fleeing police among offenses

By PHILIP A. HOLMES
pholmes@sungazette.com

Four motorists charged with DUI

Although his Tennessee driver’s 
license was revoked for two DUI convic-
tions, that did not stop Jason A. Smith 
from getting behind the wheel of a 
2004 GMC Envoy allegedly intoxicated, 
according to Old Lycoming Township 
police who pulled him over on Lycoming 
Creek Road because the lights on his 
registration plate  were not working 
about 2 a.m. on Jan. 13, according to an 
affidavit.

“Man, I ain’t taking no breath test,” 
Smith, 39, of 4890 Lycoming Creek 
Road, Cogan Station, told an officer who 
was attempting to administer a prelimi-
nary breath test on him, the court docu-
ment stated. Each time the officer tried 
to give the driver the test, he “turned 
away,” police said.

The officer clearly detected a strong 
odor of an alcoholic beverage coming 
from Smith, who was unsteady on his 
feet as he walked and he “swayed side 
to side,” police said. Claiming he “twist-
ed his right knee earlier in the week,” 
Smith refused to perform any field so-
briety tests and also refused to submit a 
blood sample, court records stated.

Smith told police he never has had 
a Pennsylvania driver’s license. Court 
records stated his eyes were bloodshot 
and glassy, and he slurred his words as 
he spoke,

Arraigned before District Judge 
William Solomon on charges of DUI 
and driving without a license, he was 
released on $2,500 bail.

In another case, Marsha Thomas, 
61, of 150 Boak Ave., lot 1, Hughesville, 
showed “numerous clues of alcohol im-
pairment” when a state trooper stopped 
her near South Main and Park streets 
in Hughesville because of an inoperable 
brake light on her 2011 Ford Fusion 
about 10 p.m. on Dec. 22, according to 
an affidavit.

Charged with DUI, Thomas, who had 
a blood-alcohol concentration level of 
.08, has been sent a summons to appear 
before a district judge.

In another case, Gregory Sullivan, 
59, of 205 Strawberry Lane, Hughes-
ville, was unable to complete field so-
briety tests because he was “staggering 
all over and could not safely stand in an 
upright position,” a Hughesville officer 
investigating a crash involving Sullivan 
wrote in an affidavit.

Driving a 2017 Honda Pilot, Sullivan 
said he “looked down at his cellphone 
and hit a parked car” in the 100 block of 
North Main Street in the borough about 
1:45 a.m. on Oct. 9, the court document 
stated. Charged with DUI and careless 
driving, Sullivan, who had a blood-al-
cohol concentration level of .20, has 
been sent a summons to appear before a 
district judge.     

In another case, a blood test re-
vealed Timothy A. Williams, 48, of 
2351 W. Fourth St., second floor, had 
both alcohol and a drug in his system 
when an Old Lycoming Township police 
officer stopped his pickup truck in the 
100 block of Eckard Road in Hepburn 
Township after seeing the vehicle cross 
the fog line multiple times on Oct. 27, 
court records stated.

Police said in addition to Williams’ 
eyes being red and glossy, there was an 
odor of alcohol coming from his breath. 
Charged with DUI, possession of drug 
paraphernalia and careless driving, 
Williams had a blood-alcohol concentra-
tion level of .05, and there were am-
phetamines in his system as well, police 
said. He is free on $2,500 bail.    

Williamsport man charged with 
fleeing police

Already out on bail on a DUI charge, 
motorist Daniel Burley admitted he got 
“scared” when he saw a Muncy police of-
ficer pursuing him through the borough 
about 6:30 p.m. on Jan. 15.

Even though the officer had activated 
his cruiser’s emergency lights and siren, 
Burley 56, of 528 W. Fourth St., refused 
to stop, police said. After pulling into 
a parking lot on Park Place off of New 
Street, Burley bailed out and ran across 
a snowy field, where he slipped and fell, 
as did the officer chasing him. The driv-
er was then apprehended, police said.

Burley feared he was “going back 
to jail,” because both the registration 
and the inspection sticker on the 2002 
Ford Focus he was driving had expired, 
police said, adding there was no insur-
ance on the vehicle. Burley did not go 
to jail, but he has been charged with 
fleeing police, resisting arrest plus three 
summary violations. He has been sent 
a summons to appear before a district 
judge.   

Woman charged following 
domestic disturbance

Makeisha Latoya Lee, 39, of Sham-
okin, has been locked up on charges 
stemming from a domestic disturbance 
with a male victim in the 2800 block of 
Four Mile Drive in Loyalsock Township 
about 9:45 p.m. on Feb. 12, state police 
said.

The victim reported that Lee struck 
him multiple times in the back, head 
and neck, prompting the male to “bear 
hug” the woman in an attempt to stop 
her from assaulting him further, police 
said.

When the male freed her, “Lee 
grabbed a sword off the wall and began 
waving it at him,” police said, adding 
that Lee then took a second sword off 
the wall and began poking it and the 
male, police alleged in an affidavit. Po-
lice did not release the male’s age.

After attempting to hit the victim 
with a guitar, Lee grabbed a knife from 
a kitchen counter and began waving 
it, police alleged. The male then bolted 
from the home. Charged with terroristic 
threats, simple assault, simple assault 
and harassment, Lee was arraigned 
before District Judge Aaron Biichle and 
remains jailed in the Lycoming County 
Prison in lieu of $10,000 bail.

Muncy man charged with 
sex offenses

Dennis Vanness, 18, of 33 N. Main 
St., Muncy, faces charges for molesting 
a female minor in the borough in late 
November, a county detective alleged 
in court papers. Following his recent 
arraignment before District Judge Allen 
P. Page III on charges involuntary 
deviate sexual intercourse of a child, in-
decent assault, sexual assault, unlawful 
contact with a minor and corrupting the 
morals of a minor, Vanness was initially 
jailed, but has since been released on 
$75,000 bail.
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Funerals:
BARTLETT — Robert L. “Bob” Bartlett, Watson-

town, 7 p.m., Friday, Brooks Funeral Home, 124 Main 
Street. Visitation from 6 p.m. - 7 p.m.

BOWER — Beverly Ann Bower, Williamsport, 10 
a.m., Friday, St. Lawrence Church, 800 W. Central 
Avenue, South Williamsport.

FINK — Karen L. Fink, Montoursville, 11 a.m., 
Friday, Faith Wesleyan Church, 1033 Tucker Street, 
Williamsport. 

PROWANT — John James “Jim” Prowant, Miff-
linnburg, 7 p.m., Friday, Roupp Funeral Home, Inc., 
8594 Old Turnpike Road, Mifflinburg. Visitation from 
6 p.m. - 7 p.m

BARBOUR — Dolores E. Barbour (nee Glace), 
Montousville, 1 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 19, Moreland 
Community Church, 1300 Church Drive, Muncy. 
Visitation from 12 p.m. - 1 p.m.

MINGLE — Wayne W. Mingle Sr., Muncy, 11 a.m. 
Saturday, Holy Spirit Lutheran Church, 10275 State 
Route 44, Watsontown. Visitation from 10 a.m. - 11 
a.m.

SAUTNER — Anthony Sautner, 10 a.m., Saturday, 
Buckheit Funeral Chapel and Crematory.

WHITNACK — Larry H. Whitnack, Williamsport, 
2 p.m., Saturday, Nisbet United Methodist Church, 
155 West Village Drive. Visitation from 1 p.m. - 2 
p.m.

OTTAWA, Ontario (AP) — Hundreds of truckers 
clogging the streets of Canada’s capital stood their 
ground and defiantly blasted their horns Thursday 
as police poured in, threatening to break up the 
nearly three-week protest against the country’s COV-
ID-19 restrictions.

Busloads of police arrived near Ottawa’s Parlia-
ment Hill, and workers put up extra fences around 
government buildings. Police also essentially began 
sealing off much of the downtown area to outsiders to 
prevent them from coming to the aid of the protest-
ers.

“The action is imminent,” said interim Ottawa Po-
lice Chief Steve Bell. “We absolutely are committed 
to end this unlawful demonstration.” 

Police continued negotiating with the protesters 
and trying to to persuade them to go home, Bell said. 
“We want this demonstration to end peacefully,” he 
said, but added: “If they do not peacefully leave, we 
have plans.”

Many of the truckers in the self-styled Freedom 
Convoy appeared unmoved by days of warnings from 
police and the government that they were risking 
arrest and could see their rigs seized and bank ac-
counts frozen.

“I’m prepared to sit on my ass and watch them hit 
me with pepper spray,” said one of their leaders, Pat 
King. As for the trucks parked bumper-to-bumper, 
he said: “There’s no tow trucks in Canada that will 
touch them.”

Amid the rising tensions, truckers outside Par-
liament blared their horns in defiance of a court 
injunction against honking, issued for the benefit of 
neighborhood residents.

Ottawa represented the movement’s last strong-
hold after weeks of demonstrations and blockades 

that shut down border crossings into the U.S., inflict-
ed economic damage  on both countries and created a 
political crisis for Trudeau.

The protests have shaken Canada’s reputation for 
civility and rule-following and inspired similar con-
voys in France, New Zealand and the Netherlands. 

“It’s high time that these illegal and dangerous 
activities stop,” Prime Minister Justin Trudeau  
declared in Parliament, not far from where the more 
than 300 trucks were parked.

“They are a threat to our economy and our rela-
tionship with trading partners,” he said. “They are a 
threat to public safety.”

Ottawa police began locking down a wide swath of 
the downtown area, allowing in only those who live 
or work there after they pass through one of more 
than 100 checkpoints, the interim chief said. 

Early this week, the prime minister invoked Can-
ada’s Emergencies Act, empowering law enforcement 
authorities to declare the blockades illegal, tow away 
trucks, arrest the drivers, suspend their licenses and 
take other measures.

On Thursday, Trudeau and some of his top minis-
ters took turns warning the protesters to leave, in an 
apparent move by the government to avert a clash, or 
at least show it had gone the extra mile to avoid one.

Deputy Prime Minister Chrystia Freeland said 
the government began freezing truckers’ accounts as 
threatened. “It is happening. I do have the numbers 
in front of me,” she said.

Ottawa police likewise handed out leaflets for the 
second straight day demanding the truckers end the 
siege, and also helpfully placed notices on vehicles 
informing owners how and where to pick up their 
trucks if they are towed.

ASSOCIATED PRESS
Police are followed by yelling protesters as they attempt to hand out a notices to protesters in Ottawa, 
on Thursday.

Funeral directors are responsible  
for obituaries and corrections.

Denise Ann Johnson

Denise Ann Johnson, 69, of Jersey Shore, passed 
away suddenly on Thursday, Feb. 10, 2022 at 
Geisinger Jersey Shore Hospital.

Born Dec. 16, 1952 in Wil-
liamsport, she was the daugh-
ter to Robert Feerrar and the 
former Alta Bloom.

Denise was a 1972 graduate 
of Jersey Shore High School 
and a 1974 graduate of the 
Williamsport Area Communi-
ty College. She retired in 2020 
from the Jersey Shore School 
District after 17 years of ser-
vice. She served on the 1st 
Ward Election Board for many 

years.
In addition to her mother, she is survived by 

her husband, Roy W. Johnson, they were united 
in marriage on June 17, 1973; two sons, Cory W. 
(Michelle) Johnson of Dillsburg and Troy W. (Lau-
ren) Johnson of Jersey Mills; a brother, Dennis D. 
(Donna) Feerrar of Sugarloaf; and 8 grandchildren, 
Maggie, Macie, Tanner, Tyler, Patrick, Timothy, 
Cory Jr. and Gabriel.

A Celebration of Life service will be held in the 
spring.

Arrangements are entrusted to Frederick B. 
Welker Funeral Home, Jersey Shore.

www.WelkerFuneralHome.com

Diane Custred

Diane Custred, age 75, of Mansfield, passed 
away on Feb. 16, 2022 at her home. 

A private funeral service will be held at Buck-
heit Funeral Chapel and Crematory, Inc. Memorial 
contributions can be made to Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion 225 N. Michigan Ave. Fl. 17 Chicago, IL 60601. 
www.buckheitfcandcrematory.com

Brazil mudslide death 
toll is at 113, police 
say 134 missing

By MAURICIO SAVARESE and 
DIARLEI RODRIGUES 

Associated Press

PETROPOLIS, Brazil — The death toll from floods 
and landslides that swept down on the mountain city 
of Petropolis rose to at least 113 on Thursday and 
local officials said it could still rise sharply, with 116 
more still unaccounted for.

The Rio de Janeiro state government confirmed 
the rising loss of life, with many feared buried in mud 
beneath the German-influenced city nestled in the 
mountains above the city of Rio de Janeiro.

Torrents of floodwaters and mudslides dragged cars 
and houses through the streets of the city Tuesday 
during the most intense rainfall in decades. One video 
showed two buses sinking into a swollen river as its 
passengers clambered out the windows, scrambling 
for safety. Some didn’t make it to the banks and were 
washed away, out of sight.

Survivors dug through the ruined landscape to find 
loved ones even as more landslides appeared likely on 
the city’s slopes. A small slide Thursday prompted an 
evacuation but didn’t cause injuries.

As evening came, heavy showers returned to the 
region, sparking renewed concern among residents 
and rescue workers. Authorities insisted those living 
in at-risk areas should evacuate.

Rosilene Virginia’ said her brother barely escaped, 
and she considers it a miracle. But a friend hasn’t yet 
been found.

“It’s very sad to see people asking for help and 
having no way of helping, no way of doing anything,” 
Virginia told The Associated Press as a man comforted 
her. “It’s desperate, a feeling of loss so great.”

As some people tried to clear away mud, others 
began burying lost relatives, with 17 funerals at the 
damaged cemetery.

Rio police said in a statement Thursday that about 
200 agents were checking lists of the living, the dead 
and the missing by visiting checkpoints and shelters, 
as well as the city’s morgue. They said they managed 
to remove three people from a list of missing after 
finding them alive in a local school.

“Every detail is important so we can track people,” 
said Rio police investigator Elen Souto. “We need 
people to inform the full name of the missing person, 
their ID, physical traits and the clothes that person 
was wearing.” 

Petropolis, named for a former Brazilian emperor, 
has been a refuge for people escaping the summer 
heat and tourists keen to explore the so-called “Impe-
rial City.” 

Its prosperity has also drawn residents from Rio’s 
poorer regions and the population grew haphazardly, 
climbing mountainsides now covered with small res-
idences packed tightly together, often in areas made 
more vulnerable by deforestation and inadequate 
drainage.

The state fire department said 25.8 centimeters 
(just over 10 inches) of rain fell within three hours on 
Tuesday -- almost as much as during the previous 30 
days combined. Rio de Janeiro’s Gov. Claudio Castro 
said in a press conference that the rains were the 
worst Petropolis has received since 1932.

“No one could predict rain as hard as this,” Castro 
said. More rain was expected through the rest of the 
week, according to weather forecasters. 

Castro added that almost 400 people were left 
homeless and 24 people were recovered alive. They 
were fortunate, and they were few.

Lisa Torres Machado, 64, said “the hand of God” 
spared her family from tragedy. 

“A little room was left at my mom’s house and she 
hid there with my two sisters and brother,” Machado, 
a resident of Petropolis for three decades, told the AP. 
“I can’t sleep. I still can’t believe what’s happening. 
We lost all our friends.” 

The stricken mountain region has seen similar 
catastrophes in recent decades, including one that 
caused more than 900 deaths. In the years since, 
Petropolis presented a plan to reduce risks of land-
slides, but works have advanced only slowly. The plan, 
presented in 2017, was based on analysis determining 
that 18% of the city’s territory was at high risk for 
landslides and flooding.

Local authorities say more than 180 residents who 
live in at-risk areas were sheltering in schools. More 
equipment and manpower was expected to help rescue 
efforts on Thursday.

Brazil’s President Jair Bolsonaro expressed soli-
darity while on a trip to Russia. Petropolis’ city hall 
declared three days of mourning for the tragedy.

Southeastern Brazil has been punished with heavy 
rains since the start of the year, with more than 40 
deaths recorded between incidents in Minas Gerais 
state in early January and Sao Paulo state later the 
same month.

Truckers hold their ground despite threats of crackdown

By FRANK JORDANS
Associated Press

BERLIN — Meteorologists warned 
Thursday that northern Europe could 
be battered by a series of storms over 
the coming days after strong winds 
swept across the region overnight, 
killing at least five people, downing 
power lines and causing widespread 
travel delays. 

Train service was halted in Scot-
land, Wales, parts of England and the 
Netherlands due to trees and pow-
er lines that fell during the storm, 
named Storm Dudley by Britain’s Met 
Office weather service.

Amsterdam’s Schiphol Airport 
warned travelers that flights would 
be delayed due to the high winds. 
Lufthansa and other airlines also 
canceled several flights due to the 
storm, which was nicknamed Ylenia 
in Germany.

The Dutch rail company, NS, said 
it was cancelling all domestic and 
international trains Friday from 2 
p.m. as the country’s weather service 

issued a warning for high winds.
“It is possible that trees will blow 

onto tracks and cause dangerous situ-
ations,” the service said. 

Two motorists in Germany, one 
aged 37 and the other 55, were killed 
after trees fell onto their cars in Bad 
Bevensen, south of Hamburg, and in 
the Harz region southwest of Berlin. 
A car passenger died near Osna-
brueck after the vehicle’s trailer was 
blown into the path of a truck.

Two people also died in the Polish 
city of Krakow, where strong winds 
caused a construction crane to col-
lapse. 

German rail company Deutsche 
Bahn said it halted long-distance 
connections in seven northern states 
early Thursday.

Deutsche Bahn spokesman Achim 
Stauss said there was “considerable” 
damage to tracks and power lines.

“I fear travelers will need to put up 
with disruptions for a long time,” he 
said.

The country’s most populous state, 
North Rhine-Westphalia, closed 

schools as a precaution, and author-
ities in several other states said stu-
dents could stay home if they wanted.

Meteorologists said they measured 
wind speeds of up to 135 kilometers 
per hour (84 miles per hour) in low-ly-
ing areas of Germany.

Experts noted that advances 
in weather forecasting and storm 
defenses have helped prevent se-
rious disasters such as the deadly 
floods which hit Hamburg 60 years 
ago Thursday, killing more than 300 
people.

Still, large ships were banned from 
sailing up the Lower Elbe River that 
connects the port of Hamburg to the 
sea. Videos posted on social media 
showed passengers running for cover 
after a wave smashed the windows of 
a commuter ferry on the Elbe. 

Three people suffered minor 
injuries, German news agency dpa 
reported.

In the Czech Republic, hundreds of 
thousands of people were temporar-
ily without electricity after trees fell 
on power lines. Thousands of homes 
were also left without power in Brit-
ain and Germany.

Two domestic LOT flights in Po-
land, from Bydgoszcz and Krakow to 

Warsaw, had to be rerouted and land-
ed in Hungary’s capital, Budapest, to 
avoid strong winds. They refueled and 
were later able to proceed to Warsaw.

Cyclonic weather over the north 
Atlantic is expected to send further 
storms toward Europe in the coming 
days.

Germany’s national weather 
service predicted that Storm Zeynep, 
known as Storm Eunice in Britain, 
will batter northern Europe on Fri-
day.

Britain’s weather agency issued 
the highest level of alert for Friday, 
warning of “flying debris resulting in 
danger to life.” It said roofs could be 
blown off buildings as Eunice is ex-
pected to produce winds of up to 150 
kph (95 mph) on the coast and 130 
kph (80 mph) inland.

Forecasters say the red weather 
warning covers the southwest Eng-
land coastline and southern coast of 
Wales.

More than a hundred schools say 
they will close Friday, and Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson said the army 
is on standby to help those affected.

The country’s Environment Agency 
issued a warning of potential flooding 
from high waves and storm surges.

5 dead in northern Europe after storms
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Tesla faces another US investigation: unexpected braking
DETROIT (AP) — U.S. auto safe-

ty regulators have launched another 
investigation of Tesla, this time tied 
to complaints that its cars can stop on 
roads for no apparent reason. 

The government says it has 354 com-
plaints from owners during the past 
nine months about “phantom braking” 
in Tesla Models 3 and Y. The probe cov-
ers an estimated 416,000 vehicles from 
the 2021 and 2022 model years. 

No crashes or injuries were reported.
The vehicles are equipped with 

partially automated driver-assist 
features such as adaptive cruise control 
and “Autopilot,” which allows them to 
automatically brake and steer within 
their lanes.

Documents posted Thursday by 
the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration say the vehicles can un-
expectedly brake at highway speeds. 

“Complainants report that the rapid 
deceleration can occur without warn-
ing, and often repeatedly during a 
single drive cycle,” the agency says.

Many owners in the complaints 
say they feared a rear-end crash on a 
freeway.

The probe is another in a string of 
enforcement efforts by the agency that 
include Autopilot and “Full Self-Driv-
ing” software. Despite their names, 
neither feature can drive the vehicles 
without people supervising.

Messages were left Thursday seek-
ing comment from Tesla.

It’s the fourth formal investigation 
of the Texas automaker in the past 
three years, and NHTSA is supervis-
ing 15 Tesla recalls since January of 

2021. In addition, the agency has sent 
investigators to at least 33 crashes 
involving Teslas using driver-assist 
systems since 2016 in which 11 people 
were killed.

In one of the complaints, a Tesla 
owner from Austin, Texas, reported 
that a Model Y on Autopilot brakes 
repeatedly for no reason on two-lane 
roads and freeways.

“The phantom braking varies from 
a minor throttle response to decrease 
speed to full emergency braking that 
drastically reduces the speed at a 
rapid pace, resulting in unsafe driving 
conditions for occupants of my vehicle 
as well as those who might be follow-
ing behind me,” the owner wrote in a 
complaint filed Feb. 2. People who file 
complaints are not identified in NHT-
SA’s public database. 

Tesla CEO Elon Musk has been 
fighting with U.S. and California gov-
ernment agencies for years, sparring 
with NHTSA and most notably with 
the Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion. 

Early Thursday, lawyers for Musk 
sent a letter to a federal judge in Man-
hattan accusing the SEC of harassing 
him with investigations and subpoe-
nas over his Twitter posts. In 2018, 
Musk and Tesla each agreed to pay 
$20 million in civil fines  over Musk’s 
tweets about having the money to take 
the company private at $420 per share. 
The funding was far from secured 
and the company remains public. The 
settlement specified governance chang-
es, including Musk’s ouster as board 
chairman, as well approval of Musk’s 

tweets. 
The letter from attorney Alex Spiro 

accuses the SEC of trying to “muzzle” 
Musk, largely because he’s an out-
spoken government critic. “The SEC’s 
outsized efforts seem calculated to chill 
his exercise of First Amendment rights 
rather than to enforce generally appli-
cable laws in an even-handed fashion,” 
the letter states. 

Shapiro questions why the SEC 
hasn’t distributed the $40 million in 
fines to Tesla shareholders more than 
three years after the settlement. 

A message was left Thursday seek-
ing comment from the SEC.

Just last week, NHTSA made Tesla 
recall nearly 579,000 vehicles in the 
U.S. because a “Boombox” function can 
play sounds over an external speak-
er and obscure audible warnings for 
pedestrians of an approaching vehicle. 
Tesla CEO Elon Musk, when asked on 
Twitter why the company agreed to the 
recall, responded: “The fun police made 
us do it (sigh).”

Michael Brooks, acting executive di-
rector of the nonprofit Center for Auto 
Safety, said it’s encouraging to see 
NHTSA’s enforcement actions “after 
years of turning the other way,” with 
Tesla. But he said the company keeps 
releasing software onto U.S. roads that 
isn’t tested to make sure it’s safe. “A 
piecemeal investigative approach to 
each problem that raises its head does 
not address the larger issue in Tesla’s 
safety culture — the company’s contin-
ued willingness to beta test its tech-
nology on the American public while 
misrepresenting the capabilities of its 

vehicles,” Brooks wrote in an email 
Thursday.

The Washington Post reported 
about a surge in phantom braking com-
plaints from Tesla owners on Feb. 2. 

Other recent recalls by Tesla were 
for “Full Self-Driving” equipped vehi-
cles that were programmed to run stop 
signs at slow speeds, heating systems 
that don’t clear windshields quickly 
enough, seat belt chimes that don’t 
sound to warn drivers who aren’t buck-
led up, and to fix a feature that allows 
movies to play on touch screens while 
cars are being driven. Those issues 
were to be fixed with online software 
updates.

In August, NHTSA announced a 
probe of Teslas on Autopilot failing to 
stop for emergency vehicles  parked on 
roadways. That investigation covers a 
dozen crashes that killed one person 
and injured 17 others. 

Thursday’s investigation comes 
after Tesla recalled nearly 12,000 
vehicles back in October for a similar 
phantom braking problem. The compa-
ny sent out an online software update 
to fix a glitch with its more sophisticat-
ed “Full Self-Driving” software.

Tesla did a software update in 
late September that was intended to 
improve detection of emergency vehicle 
lights in low-light conditions.

Selected Tesla drivers have been 
beta testing the “Full Self-Driving” 
software on public roads. NHTSA also 
has asked the company for information 
about the testing, including a Tesla 
requirement that testers not disclose 
information.

Judge: Coal mine permit didn’t 
analyze environmental harm

HELENA, Mont. (AP) 
— A federal agency failed 
to adequately analyze the 
environmental harm that 
could be caused by increas-
ing the size of a southeast-
ern Montana coal mine 
that feeds a nearby power 
plant before approving an 
expansion permit, U.S. 
Magistrate Judge Timothy 
Cavan has ruled.

Cavan’s findings, 
released on Feb. 11, rec-
ommend that the Office 
of Surface Mining Recla-
mation and Enforcement 
correct its violations of the 
National Environmental 
Policy Act within a year 
or the court should revoke 
the June 2019 permit to 
expand the Rosebud Mine 
near Colstrip.

U.S. District Judge 
Susan Watters in Billings 
must approve Cavan’s 
recommendation for it to 
take effect, the Montana 
Environmental Informa-
tion Center said.

MEIC and others filed a 
lawsuit in November 2019 
arguing that the federal 
Environmental Impact 
Statement issued for the 
proposed mine expansion 
only generally acknowl-

edged the mine would 
contribute to long-term 
cumulative impacts on 
surface water along with 
the soil disturbance at the 
mine site.

Cavan found that while 
the EIS calculated econom-
ic benefits of the expansion 
— including continued 
jobs, maintaining the tax 
base, royalty payments 
and supporting local busi-
nesses — it failed to mon-
etize the environmental 
harm of burning another 
nearly 71 million tons of 
coal and did not analyze 
the use of additional water 
from the Yellowstone Riv-
er. The Office of Surface 
Mining did not explain 
why it didn’t include those 
calculations, Cavan wrote.

The Colstrip Power 
Plant burns coal to boil 
water, producing steam 
that spins a generator to 
create electricity.

The Rosebud Mine is 
the only source of coal for 
the Colstrip Power Plant, 
making the power plant’s 
greenhouse gas emissions 
and water use a foresee-
able effect of the mine 
expansion, according to the 
court’s findings.

“The bottom line is the 
Office of Surface Mining 
completely and illegally 
ignored the true costs of 
mining and burning 70.8 
million tons of coal,” said 
Jeff Smith, co-chair of 
the clean energy group 
350 Montana, one of the 
plaintiffs. “What this 
ruling means is coal com-
panies can’t ignore what 
we Montanans see with 
our own eyes: dying rivers 
and streams, megafires 
and months of choking 
smoke and our extended 
drought.”

Cavan did not recom-
mend revoking the expan-
sion permit immediately 
because the rest of the coal 
mine is not depleted, so re-
voking the permit wouldn’t 
have an immediate effect 
on emissions or water use 
at the power plant. The 
Office of Surface Mining 
may also be able to correct 
the deficiencies in the 
Environmental Impact 
Statemen, Cavan said.

Westmoreland, the Col-
orado-based corporation 
that owns Rosebud Min-
ing, did not return a phone 
message seeking comment 
on Thursday.

THE BILLINGS GAZETTE VIA AP
This May 25, 2013, photo shows an aerial view of the Rosebud coal mine near 
Colstrip, Montana.
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